


Chairman: Cllr S P Waters                                                          Clerk: Mr G Bould
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 9th March 2016 at Stoke-upon-Tern Village Hall starting at 7.30 pm.
Present: 
Chairman: Cllr P Waters
Councillors: Cllr K Newby, Cllr Mrs C Meade, Cllr P Farmer, Cllr R Wright, Cllr Mrs S Bartram, and Cllr D Moore 
Clerk: Mr G Bould.
RAF: Cpl Jamie Lamb.


12.16. Welcome and Public Session.
The Chairman opened the public session and welcomed three Parishioners to the meeting. Two Parishioners had attended the meeting to raise concerns about the proposed erection of two egg-laying units at Ollerton Lodge (16/00328/FUL) and to highlight the local neighbours meeting the night before. The third Parishioner had attended to voice support for the application. The merits and objections to the proposed sits were placed before members to consider as the application would be considered later on the agenda. The arguments focused around the intensification of use and the impact upon the road infrastructure. There being no other issues raised the Chairman invited Cpl Jamie Lamb to update the Parish Council on potential projects with the RAF. The Corporal updated the Parish Council about the 19th & 20th March 2016 for the works at the Glebe field with ten trainees with materials provided and welfare facilities within the Church (if wet, internal painting at Wistanswick Institute).

Additional projects will need to be worked up are with Wistanswick Institute, Dutton Close Residents Association. Cllr K Newby and Lisa Dams to provide details of the Ollerton Pound clearance, with the potential of a future specialist heritage lottery programme to be considered. The other area identified as a priory was the footpath cutting back on Warrant Road. There being no other business the Chairman closed the Public Session and in doing so thanked Cpl Gregg Williams for attending.
13.16. Apologies for absence.

Cllr P Butters (work) and Cllr Mrs S Birchall (Church)
Shropshire Council:  Cllr Mrs K Calder and Nicola Fisher. 

14.16. Disclosures of Personal and Prejudicial Interest.

None declared.
15.16. To approve the minutes of the meeting held the 27th January 2016.

Cllr K Newby proposed and Cllr R Wright seconded that the minutes were a true and accurate record of the meeting; the minutes were unanimously agreed and signed by the Chairman.
16.16. Matters arising from the minutes.
1. Ollerton footpath claim
The Parish Council resolved that once the evidence had been compiled from all interested parties in terms of the footpath claim the Clerk would forward the case.
2. 341/342 bus route
Members updated the meeting in terms of what had happened to bus route 341/342 in that it had ceased, although the Telford and Wrekin link via Waters Upton had continued across the border. Members agreed that their concerns should be voiced to Shropshire in terms of the service loss and ask what alternatives are being considered.

3. Dog Litter Bins, Signs, Broadband in Wistanswick and the old Tip
The signs have been cleaned. Wistanswick has been consulted on Broadband and Councillor R Wright is compiling the results. The work to establish ownership of the old Tip from the minute books has been completed by Cllr R Wright with some two hundred entries from as early as 1895 when sand was extracted. This evidence to be handed to Cllr K Newby to pursue with the Land Registry reference ownership. The Parish Council is to seek quotes for the provision of two dog litter bins at Wistanswick and specialist contractor quotes to deal with the Japanese Knot Weed at the Old Tip/Chapel field.
4. Hurst Lane Childs Ercall.

The Small Holding within Hurst Lane is situated just within the Parish and the Parish boundary runs through the middle of the lane. Members agreed to add the lane to the list of highway concerns being taken up with Shropshire.
5. Broomefield enforcement case.

The Parish Council resolved to seek an update on the swimming pool from Shropshire.

6. Gates for the Cemetery Site.

Cllr K Newby had not received a response from HMP Stoke Heath in terms of the gates and will follow up.

7. ‘Old’ Greenvale Site.

The Chairman and Vice Chairman are to meet with Planning Officers at the site on the 16th March 2016 to raise and discuss outstanding issues about the site usage.

8. Free Trees.
Cllr K Newby, Cllr P Farmer and Cllr Mrs S Bartram have met to plant the free trees recently secured. Members also placed on recorded their thanks to Pete Bartram who undertook some sterling work on the day. 
9. Rural Services.
The Chairman is awaiting a reply to his letter raising concerns about the financial settlement for rural areas like Shropshire from Owen Patterson MP.
17.16. Co-option
Members heard of Lisa Dams interest in being co-opted onto the Parish Council. Cllr K Newby proposed and Cllr R Wright seconded that Lisa Dams be co-opted onto the Parish Council, members unanimously agreed. The Clerk to arrange for all the formal paperwork to be available at the start of the next meeting and signed off so that Lisa Dams is able to take her seat at that Parish Council meeting.
18.16. Neighbourhood Plan update
Members of the working group will meet again on the 10/3/16 to review progress with the consultant and for members to prepare for the Neighbourhood Plan ‘extended group’ meeting the following week. This ‘extended group’ is all the Parishioners who attended the original consultation meetings and indicated they would like to be kept informed of progress and involved in the process. 
The possibility of registering the Red Lion Pub as a community asset had also been raised within the group and brought forward to the Parish Council for further consideration. Members agreed to defer any decision for more information about how the processes worked and any implications for the area.
19.16. Highway Maintenance
The Chairman and Vice Chairman agreed to contact Shropshire again about the outstanding highway maintenance matters as there has not been any progress made since their last meeting.
20/16. Financial Matters: 

1. Payments & Income: The Bank reconciliation and payments for approvals (set out below) were tabled, agreed and are held on the minute book file.
2. Internal Audit year end: Members agreed to appointment of Mr D H Moore again to undertake the Parish Council’s internal audit.
3. Highway maintenance grant: The Business case papers prepared linked to CIL money and NP resources as a pilot programme be agreed, details of which are held on the minute book file.
	Cheque no.
	Item and payment
	Amount.

	100447
	Graham Bould (Clerks basic pay)
	£1,067.31

	100448
	Graham Bould (Clerks expenses)
	£     28.40

	100449
	Lichfield Diocesan Board of Finance (Glebe Estate)
	£     60.00

	100450
	Highline Electrical ltd (3 street light repairs)
	£   353.40

	100451
	Allsorts Design & Print Limited (Newsletter 10)
	£   229.40

	100452
	Shropshire Association of Local Councils (training)
	£     40.00


21/16. Planning Issues:  
1. 15/056276/FUL – 5 Eaton Court Barns – object.

2. 15/04785/FUL – Ollerton Lodge – object.
3. 16/00533/FUL – Newcote Fish & Chips – support
4. 16/00687/FUL Hurst Farm – deferred for further information
5. 16/00328/FUL – Proposed erection of two egg-laying units – Ollerton Lodge.
The Parish Council extensively discussed the planning merits of the proposal and resolved to object to application on the following grounds:

A. Highways.
the baseline traffic assessment is misleading in that the class III carriageway widths is not a 'good width' and at best is a single track, there was no evidence that a traffic survey has been directly undertaken. The statement that traffic would approach Ollerton from the A53 needs qualification in that most sat nav's go via the shortest route, which in the Parish Council's assessment, would be through Eaton upon Tern, Childs Ercall, Ollerton, Waters Upton, Great Bolas and Little Bolas.

The approx road width is over stated at 4.6m, a measurement taken at Avondale and Woodhouse Farm typicality of the road width in the locality is 3.0m-3.5m. The suggested passing areas are either private gateways or verges and it is the Parish Councils view that this is not sustainable. 

It remains unclear as to why the proposed use requires 80 acres as poultry stay mainly within the vicinity of the building, the comparison then with traffic movements and arable use is unreasonable

B. Landscape and visual impact assessment.
Although the executive summary states that "the overall impact on the landscape is considered to have a negligible overall effect on the surrounding landscape character and a minor effect on the visual impact". The Parish Council's view is that the proposal would be significant and have an adverse impact on the open countryside and should be taken into account as a material consideration when assessing the application. The Parish Council also contests the statement on hedgerow removal in that the application contends it does not meet the criteria of being old. To qualify for protection under the 1997 regulations hedges must be 30 years old and the submitted plans demonstrates that it is over 20 metres in length, the Parish Council believes the hedge therefore to be old and should be protected and not removed.

In short the Parish Council strongly objects to the application on highway grounds. In that the infrastructure is not fit for the proposed purpose and would require a huge amount of pre application road improvements if the development was allowed, as the scheme proposed is not viable for the additional heavy/large traffic the proposal would create. The Parish Council further objects to the overall loss of amenity and the visual impact the proposal would have on the open countryside landscape coupled with the loss of hedgerows which justify protection. That the Parish Council also respectfully requests that the application goes before committee and that members undertake a site visit to assess the impact for themselves.
22/16. Correspondence.
1. Commemorative Medal for the Queens 90th Birthday in June 2016. Members understood that St Peter’s Church will be organising a service and possible picnic to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday on the 12th June 2016 so agreed not to support the purchase of any commemorative medals.
 
23/16. Parish Matters and Actions.
1. Potholes on the A41 and signage on bends to be raised with Shropshire Highways by the Chairman and Vice Chairman.
Meeting closed at 9.25p.m. Date of next meeting: Wednesday 11th May 2016. 
Signed:

Chairman 
11th May 2016.
Clerk: Mr. Graham Bould, 18, Mendip Close Little Dawley, Telford, Shropshire. TF4 3JG. 

Phone: 01952 594758. E-mail: stokeparishcouncil@hotmail.co.uk,  

www.shrop.net/stokeuponternpc
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